England and Italy Rise
Key figures in WWI

Today’s
Learning Goals
Describe the British Empire under Queen Victoria
Explain the significance of the unification of Italy in
the late 1800s

A bit of background...

A peek at England
Under Queen Victoria's reign, Great Britain experienced unprecedented expansion in industry, building
railways, bridges, underground sewers and power distribution networks throughout much of the empire. There
were advances in science (Charles Darwin's theory of evolution) and technology (the telegraph and popular
press), vast numbers of inventions, tremendous wealth and poverty; growth of great cities like Manchester,
Leeds and Birmingham; increased literacy; and great civic works, often funded by industrial philanthropists.
During her reign, Britain expanded its imperial reach, doubling in size and encompassing Canada, Australia,
India and various possessions in Africa and the South Pacific. The Queen was emblematic of the time: an
enthusiastic supporter of the British Empire, which stretched across the globe and earned the adage: “The
sun never sets on the British Empire.”

Queen Victoria (1819-1901)
Queen Victoria, the only child of George III's fourth
son, Edward, and sister of Leopold, king of the
Belgians, was queen of Great Britain for 63
years—to date, the second longest than any other
British monarch and the second longest of any
female monarch in history. Victoria's reign saw
great cultural expansion; advances in industry,
science, and communications; and the building of
railways and the London Underground. She died in
England in 1901.

British Colonial Empire Over Time

The British Empire over time

Giuseppe Garibaldi
Giuseppe Garibaldi is best known for his military
leadership in the unification of Italy in the 19th century.
Giuseppe Garibaldi was born July 4, 1807 in Nice,
French Empire. While a sailor in the Piedmont-Sardinia
navy, Garibaldi became influenced by the Italian
nationalist Giuseppe Mazzini, leading to his exile in
South America. While there he met his future wife and
honed his revolutionary ideas that led to the unification
of Italy through his military leadership.

Early Life
Garibaldi was born July 4, 1807 in Nice, France. His family were fishermen and
coastal traders, and for 10 years he served as a sailor himself. In 1833, he served
in the Navy of Piedmont-Sardinia. During a voyage to Russia, Garibaldi became
acquainted with the Republican ideas of Giuseppe Mazzini. Garibaldi
enthusiastically supported the aims of Mazzini’s Young Italy and became a
life-long supporter of Italian unification under a democratic Republican
government. In 1834, Garibaldi participated in a failed insurrection in Piedmont,
and like Mazzini was exiled to France.

In Latin America
From Marseille, Garibaldi sailed to Brazil, where
he became involved in the cause of Farrapos
(Ragamuffin) rebels who were trying to proclaim
another republic within Santa Catarina, Brazil.
Garibaldi also became involved in the Uruguayan
civil war, raising a small Italian force. Here in
Uruguay, Garibaldi’s forces became well known
for wearing their distinctive red shirts, and they
were often referred to as the ‘red shirts’.

The movement to unite Italy into one cultural and political entity was known as the Risorgimento (literally,
"resurgence"). Giuseppe Mazzini and his leading pupil, Giuseppe Garibaldi, failed in their attempt to create an Italy
united by democracy. Garibaldi, supported by his legion of Red Shirts-- mostly young Italian democrats who used
the 1848 revolutions as a opportunity for democratic uprising--failed in the face of the resurgence of conservative
power in Europe. However, it was the aristocratic politician named Camillo di Cavour who finally, using the tools of
realpolitik, united Italy under the crown of Sardinia.
"Realpolitik" is the notion that politics must be conducted in terms of the realistic assessment of power and the
self-interest of individual nation-states (and the pursuit of those interests by any means, often ruthless and violent
ones) and Cavour used it superbly. In 1855, as prime minister of Sardinia, he involved the kingdom on the British
and French side of the Crimean War, using the peace conference to give international publicity to the cause of
Italian unification. In 1858, he formed an alliance with France, one that included a pledge of military support if
necessary, against Austria, Italy's major obstacle to unification. After a planned provocation of Vienna, Austria
declared war against Sardinia in 1859 and was easily defeated by the French army.

Inspired by Cavour's success against Austria, revolutionary assemblies in the central Italian provinces of Tuscany,
Parma, Modena, and Romagna voted in favor of unification with Sardinia in the summer of 1859. In the spring of
1860, Garibaldi came out of his self-imposed exile to lead a latter day Red Shirt army, known as the Thousand, in
southern Italy. By the end of the year, Garibaldi had liberated Sicily and Naples, which together made up the
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. Cavour, however, worried that Garibaldi, a democrat, was replacing Sardinia, a
constitutional monarchy, as the unifier of Italy. To put an end to Garibaldi's offensive, Cavour ordered Sardinian
troops into the Papal States and the Kingdom of Naples. After securing important victories in these regions,
Cavour organized plebiscites, or popular votes, to annex Naples to Sardinia. Garibaldi, outmaneuvered by the
experienced realist Cavour, yielded his territories to Cavour in the name of Italian unification. In 1861, Italy was
declared a united nation-state under the Sardinian king Victor Immanuel II.

Reapolitik continued to work for the new Italian nation. When Prussia defeated Austria in a war in 1866, Italy
struck a deal with Berlin, forcing Vienna to turn over Venetia. In addition, when France lost a war to Prussia in
1870, Victor Immanuel II took over Rome when French troops left. The entire boot of Italy was united under one
crown.

In summation...
One of the great masters of guerrilla warfare, Garibaldi was responsible for most of the military victories
of the Risorgimento. Almost equally important was his contribution as a propagandist to the unification of
Italy. A man of the people, he knew far better than Cavour or Mazzini how to reach the masses with the
new message of patriotism. Furthermore, his use of his military and political gifts for liberal or nationalist
causes coincided well with current fashion and brought him great acclaim. In addition, he attracted
support by being a truly honest man who asked little for himself.
But Garibaldi’s forthright innocence coloured his politics. Not interested in power for himself, he
nevertheless believed in dictatorship as a result of his South American experiences. He distrusted
parliaments because he saw them to be ineffective and corrupt. Actually, his own dictatorship of southern
Italy in 1860, though much criticized, compares surprisingly well with the subsequent administration by
the Kingdom of Italy. There was little of the intellectual about Garibaldi, yet his simple radicalism sparked
the first political awareness in many of his fellow countrymen and brought home to them the significance
of nationality. Notwithstanding his turn toward socialism, he remained primarily a nationalist—but the
object of his nationalism was always the liberation of peoples and not patriotic aggrandizement. To his
embodiment of this aim he owes his eminent place in Italian history.

Internationally
Garibaldi dedicated his life to the cause of Italian unity, but he was also interested
in democracy throughout the world. In 1861 at the outbreak of the American civil
war, he urged Abraham Lincoln to make the civil war conditional upon ending
slavery. Garibaldi was held in such high regard, that Garibaldi was even offered a
command in the Union army. Garibaldi rejected offer because he wanted Lincoln
to make firm opposition to slavery. When Lincoln finally agreed to the
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, Garibaldi threw his whole political support
behind Lincoln’s endeavour.
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