
European Imperialism
Rivalries in Africa



Today’s Learning Goals

1. Identify the 3 main causes of the “Scramble for Africa”
2. Explain the purpose of the Berlin Conference
3. Identify David Livingstone (What is he known for?)
4. Identify Henry Stanley (What is he known for?)



The Colonization of Africa

Between the 1870s and 1900, Africa faced European imperialist aggression, 
diplomatic pressures, military invasions, and eventual conquest and colonization. 
At the same time, African societies put up various forms of resistance against the 
attempt to colonize their countries and impose foreign domination. By the early 
twentieth century, however, much of Africa, except Ethiopia and Liberia, had been 
colonized by European powers.



Three main factors

The European imperialist push into Africa was motivated by three main factors:

economic 

political

social

 It developed in the nineteenth century following the collapse of the profitability of 
the slave trade as well as the expansion of the European capitalist Industrial 
Revolution. 



Need for Raw Materials

The imperatives of capitalist industrialization—including the demand for sources 
of raw materials, the search for guaranteed markets and profitable investment 
outlets—spurred the European scramble and the partition and eventual conquest 
of Africa. Thus the primary motivation for European intrusion was economic.



Political Pressures

Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Italy, Portugal, and Spain were competing for 
power within European power politics. One way to demonstrate national POWER 
was through the acquisition of territories around the world, including Africa.



Social Causes
As a result of industrialization, major social problems grew in Europe: 
unemployment, poverty, homelessness, social displacement from rural areas, and 
so on. 

These social problems developed partly because not all people could be absorbed 
by the new capitalist industries. One way to resolve this problem was to acquire 
colonies and export this "surplus population." This led to the establishment of 
settler-colonies in Algeria, Tunisia, South Africa, Namibia, Angola, Mozambique, 
and central African areas like Zimbabwe and Zambia. Eventually the overriding 
economic factors led to the colonization of other parts of Africa.



Stanley and 
Livingstone



David Livingstone

David Livingstone arrived in Africa in 1840 
with two goals: to explore the continent 
and to end the slave trade (see Livingstone 
Discovers Victoria Falls, 1855). In England, 
his writings and lectures ignited the 
public's imagination regarding the "Dark 
Continent" and elevated Livingstone to the 
status of a national hero.

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/livingstone.htm
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/livingstone.htm




In 1864 Livingstone returned to Africa and mounted an expedition through the 
central portion of the continent with the objective of discovering the source of the 
Nile River. As months stretched into years, little was heard from the explorer. 
Rumors spread that Livingstone was being held captive or was lost or dead. 
Newspapers headlined the question "Where is Livingstone?" while the public 
clamored for information on the whereabouts of their national hero. By 1871, the 
ruckus had crossed to the shores of America and inspired George Bennett, 
publisher of the New York Herald, to commission newspaper reporter Henry 
Stanley to find Livingstone.



Henry Stanley
Henry Stanley was a remarkable man. Orphaned at an early age 
he spent his formative years in a workhouse in Wales, crossed 
the Atlantic at age 15 as a crewman of a merchant ship and 
jumped ship in New Orleans. Befriended by a local merchant, he 
took the man's name - Henry Stanley - as his own and went on to 
fight in the Civil War before working his way into a career in 
journalism. (see The Battle of Shiloh, 1862)

Leading an expedition of approximately 200 men, Stanley headed 
into the interior from the eastern shore of Africa on March 21, 
1871. After nearly eight months he found Livingstone in Ujiji, a 
small village on the shore of Lake Tanganyika on November 10, 
1871.

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/shiloh.htm




The British Invade 
Egypt- the 
importance of the 
Suez Canal





Creation of the Canal
In 1854 Ferdinand de Lesseps, a French former diplomat, persuaded the Viceroy of Egypt, Mohamed Said, to permit the 
construction of a shipping canal through the 100 miles of desert between Africa and Asia. A prospectus was circulated and on 20 
December 1858 the Universal Company of the Suez Maritime Canal was constituted.

Britain, which had regarded France's increased influence in this region with suspicion, declined the offer of shares and even 
organised a boycott resulting in a shortage of investors. Egypt therefore acquired 44% of the shares.

Construction began on 25 April 1859 and the canal was opened in November 1869 complete with a statue of de Lesseps 
dominating the harbour. Said, who died in 1867, was succeeded by his nephew Ismail. In the first year of the canal's existence, 
some three-quarters of the vessels using it were British.

By the mid 1870s, Ismail, who had set out to modernise Egypt, but had incurred massive debts, offered his country's shares in 
the canal for sale. British Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli bought Egypt's shareholding for £4 million establishing Britain's 
influence in the running of this new and extremely important waterway.





The Suez Canal provided Britain with a shorter sea route to its empire and, as the 20th century dawned and oil grew in 
importance, it provided a short sea route to the oilfields of the Persian Gulf. Britain was therefore committed to protect the canal.

During the two World Wars, the Suez Canal came under attack. Soon after the outbreak of World War One, Britain declared Egypt 
a protectorate and British and Indian forces were sent to protect the canal. Turkey, which had entered the war as Germany’s ally 
in 1914, sent troops to seize the canal in February 1915. This attack was beaten back and by 1916 British defensive lines had 
been driven deep into the Sinai desert to prevent any further attempt.

The defeat of Turkey in 1918 resulted in much of the Ottoman (Turkish) empire being divided between Britain and France, leaving 
Britain in control of the oilfields of what is now Iraq.

In 1922, Britain gave nominal independence to Egypt, but it was some years before an agreement was reached.



The Berlin 
Conference- The 
Scramble for Africa



The Berlin Conference

Arranged by Bismarck of Prussia, it was a meeting at which the major European 
powers negotiated and formalized claims to territory in Africa; also called the 
Berlin West Africa Conference.

The Berlin Conference did not initiate European colonization of Africa, but it did 
legitimate and formalize the process. In addition, it sparked new interest in Africa. 
Following the close of the conference, European powers expanded their claims in 
Africa such that by 1900, European states had claimed nearly 90 percent of 
African territory.





Origins
The Berlin Conference of 1884–1885 marked the climax of the European competition for territory in 
Africa, a process commonly known as the Scramble for Africa. During the 1870s and early 1880s 
European nations such as Great Britain, France, and Germany began looking to Africa for natural 
resources for their growing industrial sectors as well as a potential market for the goods these factories 
produced. As a result, these governments sought to safeguard their commercial interests in Africa and 
began sending scouts to the continent to secure treaties from indigenous peoples or their supposed 
representatives. Similarly, Belgium’s King Leopold II, who aspired to increase his personal wealth by 
acquiring African territory, hired agents to lay claim to vast tracts of land in central Africa. To protect 
Germany’s commercial interests, German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck, who was otherwise uninterested 
in Africa, felt compelled to stake claims to African land.

http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195337709.001.0001/acref-9780195337709-e-3500#


Inevitably, the scramble for territory led to conflict among European powers, 
particularly between the British and French in West Africa; Egypt, the Portuguese, 
and British in East Africa; and the French and King Leopold II in central Africa. 
Rivalry between Great Britain and France led Bismarck to intervene, and in late 
1884 he called a meeting of European powers in Berlin. In the subsequent 
meetings, Great Britain, France, Germany, Portugal, and King Leopold II negotiated 
their claims to African territory, which were then formalized and mapped. During 
the conference the leaders also agreed to allow free trade among the colonies and 
established a framework for negotiating future European claims in Africa. Neither 
the Berlin Conference itself nor the framework for future negotiations provided any 
say for the peoples of Africa over the partitioning of their homelands.

http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195337709.001.0001/acref-9780195337709-e-1351#




French North Africa



French Occupation

Algeria’s military pacification demanded nearly 50 years of brutal warfare waged 
against the Muslim population by the French army. At the same time, the arrival of 
tens of thousands of impoverished immigrants from around the Mediterranean 
basin from the 1830s on inflicted additional suffering upon the Algerian people. 
The immigrants seized land and resources from the Algerians; some of the 
colonial settlers remained in Algeria until 1962, when independence was finally 
achieved after eight years of war. Many of the settlers displayed an aggressive 
racism toward indigenous Muslims and Jews virtually without parallel.



As was true of all European empires at the time, the French in North Africa 
followed a program based upon the three “Cs” of colonialism—the civilizing 
mission, commerce, and Christianity. Catholic and Protestant missionary societies 
attempted to convert the native Muslims and Jews—although without much 
success, except for conversions among orphans and social outcasts. As was the 
case around the world, the missionaries created clinics, orphanages, and schools 
that influenced either directly or indirectly the lives of Arab or Berber women.



The French conquest of Algeria proved to be a prelude to the “scramble for Africa” 
by European powers at the end of the 19th century. To protect L’Algérie Française 
[French Algeria], France eventually invaded Tunisia in 1881 and Morocco in 1912, 
forcibly incorporating these states into the global French Empire. However, the 
forms that French imperialism assumed in Tunisia and Morocco differed from 
Algeria, which was made an administrative part of France. 

In contrast, Morocco and Tunisia were Protectorates, which meant that the 
appearance of limited sovereignty was maintained and local ruling families 
remained on the throne. Nevertheless, France controlled finances; public works; 
education; armed forces and security; and agriculture. In addition, the legal system 
and courts were under colonial supervision. Both countries experienced 
substantial in-migration by Europeans who took land and property away from the 
Tunisians and Moroccans. 
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